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10th June 2009

Rural Affairs and Environment Committee

Room T1.01 

The Scottish Parliament

Edinburgh
EH99 1SP
Dear Sirs,
Marine (Scotland) Bill 
The British Marine Federation (BMF) welcomes this opportunity to provide comments to the Scottish Government on Scotland’s Marine Bill.

The BMF is the trade association for the UK leisure marine industry. Our 1,500 members provide the boats, marine equipment, facilities and services that enable nearly 3.2 million people to enjoy boating and water sports on the coast and inland waterways of our country. Our membership is wholly comprised of companies who are small and medium sized enterprises.  
Total turnover of the UK leisure and small commercial marine industry is over £3 billion for the last financial year, of that over £100 million created in Scotland.  Export revenue is in excess of £1 billion an uplift value of 6 per cent from 2006/7.
Our industry employs 35,200 people across the industry in the UK, including over 1,800 in Scotland, and there are 4,300 businesses operating in the UK leisure & small commercial marine market.

The national BMF structure is made up of regional associations including BMF Scotland.  In this region, there are around 300 leisure marine industries adding £250-£300 million of value to the Scottish Economy.

The BMF Membership is unusual in covering manufacturers, importers, wholesalers and retailers of boats, engines and all their associated equipment plus the waterside boatyards and marinas that service and moor those boats.

BMF Scotland sits on a number of marine sector groups, in particular, the Scottish Boating Alliance (SBA).  This  is a group of organisations working together to promote boating in Scotland, representing industry, leisure and sporting users, tourist bodies and economic development interests.

In submitting this response, the BMF fully support those comments made by the Scottish Boating Alliance.
The BMF have been involved in the UK Marine Bill since its inception.  It is for this reason that we will make overriding comments at this stage of the Scottish Bill, allowing our colleagues at the Scottish Boating Alliance to focus on the specific detail. 
Part 2 - Marine Planning

The BMF fully supports the principles of sustainable development when delivering marine plans (Clause 3 (3)).  When carrying out a sustainability appraisal for a marine plan, social, economic and environmental effects must have an equal weighting. This is the accepted definition of sustainable development used by the UK Government.

Part 3 – Marine Licensing
Dredging is an issue of vital importance to coastal marine businesses.  Regular maintenance dredging is essential for the ongoing viability of coastal marinas and boatyards. Small firms consider the current licensing regime to be bureaucratic, costly and time consuming.

[image: image1.emf]The BMF wholeheartedly supports the progression of exemption orders covering  small scale, row risk maintenance dredging activities as outlined in clause 17 (3).  The BMF understands that to eliminate any ambiguity and to deliver a fair and coherent licensing mechanism, all existing dredging activities must go through the licensing regime. However, we raise our concerns that at no point in the Bill itself does it confirm the exempting of maintenance dredging and would therefore seek reassurance that within a set period of time after the transitional period, all maintenance dredging activities will be exempt.

During the transitional period, where all forms of dredging will become licensable, the authority must expect an increase in the number of licence applications.  It is essential that there are adequate people in place to manage the additional workload before all dredging activities are licensable.
The BMF also support Clause 25 (1).  There is agreement from UK Government that low risk maintenance dredging provides minimal impact to the marine environment.  The use of sound scientific evidence to determine the actual level of risk to the environment is vital.  Long term registration rather than licensing of low risk activities would streamline the consenting process and allow Marine Scotland to achieve full cost recovery.
Part 4 - Marine Protected Areas

The BMF supports the development of Marine Protected Areas (MPA’s), if they are designated using sound scientific evidence. Before being able to offer its full support, however, the BMF would like to see more detail on the ways in which MPAs will affect existing users of the marine area. For instance, clause 61 (3) says that the designation of MPAs "may" have regard to economic and social consequences. The BMF believes that this process "must" have regard to economic and social consequences, in line with the Government’s accepted definition of sustainable development.

The BMF is looking for greater clarity regarding compensation for those businesses which could potentially be affected by the designation of MPAs. 
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The BMF is concerned that the Bill gives Marine Scotland powers to restrict entry, movement, speed and anchoring within these zones under Clause 75 (1).  If a MPA is designated in a coastal zone where these restrictions may apply, various businesses such as marinas, boatyards and ports could find their activities severely restricted.  Some areas may have to be exempt from MPA designation due to their high commercial and recreational activity. 
The BMF strongly supports and promotes environmental sustainability in the recreational boating community. 
[image: image4.png]-
(@ The Green Blue



Since 2005, the BMF, in partnership with the Royal Yachting Association (RYA) has delivered an environment education initiative called the Green Blue. The Green Blue programme consists of academic research, information provision and practical projects, focusing on 6 impact areas: Oil and Fuel, Cleaning and Maintenance, Anti-fouling and Marine Paints, Waste Management, Resource Efficiency and Effects on Wildlife. For more information in the work of the Green Blue please visit: www.thegreenblue.org.uk

Part 6 – Enforcement Powers
The BMF believes the designation and management of MPAs need serious consideration as there are obvious implications which will impact on the marine industry.  The Bill sets out the parameters of marine enforcement but not those individuals who will be appointed as Marine Enforcement Officers.

The BMF understands that the powers under Clause 42 (2) to “delegate” persons to be Marine Enforcement Officers mean that Marine Scotland could, if it sees fit, appoint local harbour authority posts to deliver these functions. The BMF believes that anyone delegated should be appropriately trained and meet competency standards before they are able to carry out any functions on behalf of Marine Scotland or any other authority. 

The BMF also believes that people delegated as MEOs should be protected from potential conflicts of interests, such as holding another appointment with another organisation concerned with marine management. 

The BMF possesses knowledge and expertise in the management of marine related activities and would welcome further input into the ongoing debate on enforcement as the Bill progresses.

Through the delivery of a Marine Bill across the UK and Scotland, the BMF strongly encourage all policies to be integrated and consistent, eliminating burdensome legislation and bureaucracy, safeguarding small to medium sized enterprises and strengthening the UK economy.

BMF trusts that our comments will be taken account of, and look forward to further involvement during the implementation of the Scottish Marine Bill.
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