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Foreword
When this Survey was conceived back in 2002, the principal aim was to create a long-lasting,
affordable survey that would measure real trends in the marine and watersports sector. The
prudent measures that we put in place at the outset have ensured the continuity of the project
through the economic downturn, something we could never have anticipated back then.

Since those early days, we’ve seen the project grow from strength to strength, and this year
we’re delighted to welcome the British Canoe Union to the project. As the governing body of
one of the largest sectors in the survey, the BCU is a welcome addition to the consortium that
already consists of the British Marine Federation, the Maritime and Coastguard Agency, Royal
National Lifeboat Institution and the Royal Yachting Association. Thanks are due to all the
partners for their continued support of this important work, especially at a time when all
spending is under such close scrutiny.

The headline results of this survey show a marked decline in “casual” participation which might
be slightly alarming at first glance. This decline in “casuals” may well be explained by the
recession, reduction in experience days, corporate boating and change in holiday patterns.
However this has been countered by stable participation by more regular participants, in fact
the number of sailing enthusiasts has increased from last year. Again, this may well be that
people are using their boats more in these straitened times as opposed to taking holidays
abroad and weekends away. The survey can’t definitively explain behavioural patterns but it
can highlight them so that we can react to what is happening in our market place.

I hope you find the report interesting and informative.

Paul Bayliss, RYA
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Key Findings
Commissioned by BMF, MCA, RNLI, RYA, and BCU

 5.6% of those surveyed participated in at least one of the 12 boating activities* in 2010
(compared to 7.2% in 2009 and 6.2% in 2008).  This means that up to 2.9 million UK adults
participate in these boating activities.

 All activities show a decline in participation. Four of them, although declining compared to last
year, are not by a statistically significant amount; water skiing, wind surfing, motor
boating/cruising and yacht racing.

 Casual participation has decreased for the sailing and non-powered watersports. Sailing has
shown an increase in enthusiast participation.

 ‘Occasional’ and ‘Enthusiast’ participation remains relatively stable over the 9 year period.

 The gap between male and female participation rates for ‘any boating activity’ is declining due to
the decrease in male participation rates. Males show higher participation rates in almost all of the
activities. Canal boating is the only activity with similar levels of male and female participation.

 Participation rates have decreased across all age groups for ‘any boating activity’. The one area
of growth is in the younger age group for manual watersports.

 The socio-economic group AB has the highest participation rates across all 12 activities but in
terms of volume of participants the C1 group has more volume for canoeing, using personal
watercraft and motor boating/cruising. The C2DE has the greatest volume of participants for
canal boating.

 There is an increase in the proportion of activity taking place in the UK. This is because of a
decline in the number of overseas holidays by UK residents in 2010 compared to 2009.

 2.37% of those surveyed report their household owns at least one boat or craft out of the 12
boating activities*.  Thus an estimated 1.1 million boats/craft are owned by UK households. On
average, 6% are kept abroad.

* The 12 boating activities making up “Any Boating Activity” includes Small sail boat racing, Small sail boat activities, Yacht racing, Yacht
cruising, Power boating, Motor boating/Cruising, Using Personal Watercraft, Rowing, Canoeing, Canal boating, Water skiing and
Windsurfing.
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Executive Summary
This is the ninth year of the Watersports Participation Survey but unlike recent years 2010 focuses
on the core elements of participation, both in the UK and abroad, and boat ownership.

The survey contains the 12 original boating and watersports activities and none of the water
based leisure activities that have been collected in recent years.

Participation in any of these 12 activities has declined by 1.6 percentage points since 2009 to
5.6%. This equates to up to 2,917,000 participants in “Any boating activity" in 2010. Compared to
2008 the decline is not so pronounced at 0.6 percentage points.

Water skiing, wind surfing, motor boating/cruising and yacht racing, although showing a decline in
participation is not by a statistically significant amount so could be down to random fluctuations in
the sample rather than specific factors affecting these sports.

The remaining 8 activities all showed a statistically significant decline in participation over the
previous year. The grouped category of ‘Small sail boat activities or yacht cruising’ has been
hardest hit with a decline of .55 percentage points over the previous year.

Although the headline declining figure looks depressing, the decline is linked to the ‘casual’
participant. The volume of ‘occasional’ and ‘enthusiast’ participants has remained stable over the
years.

Reasons for the Decline

While the news looks negative, there are economic factors affecting the market. The UK has faced
tough economic conditions over the past couple of years.  According to UKTS UK holidays by UK
residents have declined in 2010 compared to 2009.  2009 was a peak year for domestic holidays
(the ‘staycation’ effect of the recession) which may well account for the uplift in that year.  The
first 3 quarters of 2010 are 4% down on the same period in 2009. As some people would
inevitably try a boating or watersport activity on a UK holiday it is likely that the reduction in UK
holidays is having an effect on participation levels.

In addition, consumer research conducted by Arkenford looked at holiday taking and consumer
confidence attitudes and reveals that holidays are important for UK consumers, but that during
the tough economic conditions people are not confident about job security and they are looking to
cut down on the cost of their holidays.  This is likely to include a reduction in the activities they
take part in while on holiday as well as the initial cost.

Participation in UK vs. Abroad

A key element to examine is where people are participating in the boating and watersport
activities.

The proportion of participation in the UK rather than abroad has increased amongst participants of
most of the boating and watersport activities. 80% of those participating in ‘Any boating activity’
participated in the UK, the highest level seen since 2003.

With the exception of using personal watercraft, all activities have at least 64% of their
participants participating in the UK and is as high as 97% for canal boating.
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Data obtained from the International Passenger Survey (IPS) reveals that the number of UK
residents taking an overseas holiday has declined in 2010 compared to 2009. Taking the first half
of each year, 2010 is 11% down compared to 2009.

Participation abroad is at its lowest level amongst participants of ‘Any boating activity’. 38% of
participants for ‘Any boating activity’ participated abroad in 2010 down 5 percentage points from
2009.

Two activities; using personal watercraft and water skiing have over half of their participants
participating abroad in 2010. These activities have always been popular abroad among their
participants so the reduction in overseas holidays is obviously affecting these sports.

In fact, using personal water craft and power boating have more than a third of their participants
only participating in the sport abroad and never in the UK (57% for using personal watercraft and
36% for power boating). Water skiing, motor boating/cruising and yacht cruising also have
approximately a quarter of their participants only participating abroad.

Given the reduction in overseas holidays and activities that require little training, for example
using personal watercraft, that are more likely to be done as part of a holiday, it is not
unexpected to see some reduction in the participation levels for some of the activities.

Frequency of participation

The majority of participants fall into the casual category, (which means they participate less than
5 times per year). In 2010 there has been a decline in the proportion of casual participants for
sailing activities (down 6.4 percentage points) and an increase in the proportion of enthusiasts (up
6.8 percentage points), who participate more than 13 times per year.

This is a natural consequence of the reduction in participation as the more committed users are
the ones that are likely to stay in each sport, while casual participation rises and falls according to
circumstances.

Demographics

Participation among males (7.3%) is almost twice the level it is for females (4.0%) in ‘Any boating
activity’. All activities with the exception of canal boating have a higher participation rate of males
compared to females. Canal boating has the same participation rate for both males and females
suggesting that it is something couples or families do together.

The trend analysis shows that male participation rates are in gradual decline over the last 9 years
but the female rate remains relatively stable for ‘Any boating activity’. Females are showing a
trend of increased participation for canoeing and motor boating/cruising.

Among the age groups, all showed a decline in participation between 2009 and 2010 for ‘Any
boating activity’. Among the 16-34 age group all activities showed a decline in participation with
the exception of yacht racing which remains the same as 2009.

Rowing/sculling and yacht racing have the same participation levels in 2009 as they do in 2010
among the 35-54 age group. All other activities show a decline in 2010 compared to 2009.
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Small sail boat racing, motor boating/cruising, using personal watercraft and windsurfing all have
the same or slightly better participation rates in 2010 among the over 55 age group compared to
2009, however participation is lower among the over 55 age group compared to the other age
groups.

The trend for ‘Any boating activity’ shows a gradual increase in participation among the over 55
age group and relatively stable participation rate for the 35-54 age group.

The 16-34 age group is showing a long term declining trend in participation. In 2002 the
participation level for ‘Any boating activity’ among the 16-34 age group was 6 percentage points
higher than the participation level for the 35-54 age group. In 2010 the participation level for the
two age groups is almost identical, which is down to the decline in 16-34 rather than an increase
in the 35-54 age group. Among the 35-54 age group, canoeing is showing the most favourable
long term growth in participation.

The AB socio-economic group has higher participation rates than the C1 group, who in turn have
a higher rate than the C2DE group across all activities. When absolute numbers are taken into
account the AB group has 1,034,000 participants, the C1 group has 986,000 and the C2DE group
has 731,000 participants in ‘Any boating activity’.

Participation rates are highest among residents of Northern Ireland and those living in regions
along the south coast of England. Northern Ireland residents have particularly high levels of
participation for canoeing and motor boating/cruising relative to other areas of the UK. Those
living in southern areas of England are strong for sailing activities relative to other areas of the
UK.

In 2010, 2.4% of households stated that they owned at least one boat (either in the UK or
abroad). This is down by less than half a percentage point on the previous year. Taking the three
year average from 2008 – 2010 to give more robust estimates of the penetration and volume of
boat ownership reveals that 2.5% of UK households state they own a boat.

The most common boat type to be owned is a canoe/kayak, being one of the smallest and
cheapest types of craft asked about.

Households in the South West have the highest proportion of boat owners (over the three year
period) followed by the South East and Northern Ireland.

The vast majority of boats are kept in the UK. Of the craft kept overseas, the most common are;
a personal watercraft, RIBs/Inflatables or sportsboats.

Taking a 3 year average, there are 1,067,000 boats owned of which 1,003,000 are kept in the UK.
The most common category of boat to be owned is a motor/power boat followed by a manual
craft. Sailing boats are the least common which could be down to the number of clubs that have
their own boats.
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1. Introduction
The purpose of the Watersports Participation Survey is to provide robust estimates of the level
of participation in a range of boating and watersport activities across the United Kingdom.

The research has been continuously conducted by Arkenford since 2002.  Surveys in 2002,
2003 and 2004 (jointly commissioned by the BMF (British Marine Federation), RYA (Royal
Yachting Association) and Sunsail) had a sample of 6,000 UK residents and covered a list of
12 boating and watersport activities.  In 2004 Arkenford also conducted independent research
for the MCA (Maritime and Coastguard Agency) into participation in 20 leisure based
watersport and coastal activities.  From 2005 MCA and RNLI joined the consortium and
sample sizes were pooled allowing the annual sample to grow to 12,000 and the list of
activities to be extended to 21 water based activities.  After the 2007 survey YBW.com
became the new sponsor of this project. In 2010, YBW.com left the consortium and the British
Canoe Union (BCU) joined. Due to the tough economic climate, the MCA decided to forego
measuring the additional 9 leisure participation activities so the 2010 survey measures the
original 12 boating and watersport activities only. Table 1 summarises those activities that
were included in the survey each year since 2002.

Table 1 Summary of Activities

The 2010 results enable us to give an insight into trends by activity over a 9 year period for
the 12 ‘Any boating activities’. Trends for the additional 9 activities first surveyed for the MCA
in 2004 ran until 2009.

The data on which the analysis has been based comes from a nationally representative
sample of around 12,000 respondents across the United Kingdom (England, Scotland, Wales
and Northern Ireland).  The surveys prior to 2005 had a sample of 6,000 and only covered
Great Britain (England, Scotland and Wales), as there was no omnibus survey facility in place

Survey

BMF/RYA/
Sunsail MCA

BMF/ MCA/
RNLI/ RYA/

Sunsail

BMF/ MCA/
RNLI/ RYA/
Ybw.com

BMF/ MCA/
RNLI/ RYA/

BCU

2002-2004 2004 2005-2007 2008 to
2009

2010

Canoeing
Water skiing

Small sail boat activities
Rowing/Sculling

Windsurfing
Using personal watercraft

Motor boating/Cruising
Yacht cruising
Power boating

Small sail boat racing
Canal boating -
Yacht racing
Surfboarding - -

Kitesurfing - -
Angling (from a boat) - -

Angling (from the shore) - -
Cliff climbing - -

Coastal walking - -
Outdoor swimming - -

Leisure sub-aqua diving (from the shore and boat) - -
Spending general leisure time at the beach - -
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covering Northern Ireland.  The weighted sample provides information representative of the
UK population in terms of age, gender, socio-economic grouping and origin.

The Questions

Each respondent is asked if they have taken part in each of the 12 boating and watersport
activities over the 12 months preceding September when the survey is conducted.  As far as
possible the descriptions of each activity are provided in layman’s terms to allow all
respondents, whatever their level of expertise, to give accurate replies.  Additional explanation
is provided when requested by the respondent, for example:

Small sail boat racing/ activities has the following explanation:
“Dinghies are small open sailing boats (not including seaside inflatables and beach toys) which
tend to be brought ashore after use whereas Yachts are usually left in the water”

Power boating, motor boating/ cruising and canal boating has the following explanation:
“Power boating is defined as craft that plane over water whilst motor boating / cruising is
defined as river boating or coastal motor cruising”

(see Appendix 1 for the questionnaire and more definitions).

For those activities which respondents have taken part in within the last 12 months, they are
asked how often they participated.  The question is split into two parts covering:

 Participation in the UK
 Participation abroad

These three questions form the core of the original 2002 questionnaire.

In 2007 a new question was added to the survey which looked into boat ownership.  In 2008
and 2009 these questions were included again and refined to find out about boat ownership
overall as well as boats kept in the UK.  The questions regarding boat ownership are asked of
the respondent in reference to the whole household.

The Data

A brief overview of how to interpret the tables is given with Table 2.  Each section of the
report is supported by interpretation of the data. Information written in blue boxes relates to
the figures reported in the survey and information in the red boxes, as in this one, relate to
general information about the survey. All figures from 2005 onwards include participants in
Northern Ireland.

When assessing the contents of this report it must be remembered that only a small number
of people from the surveyed sample take part in some of the measured activities.  Small base
sizes for these activities mean that small fluctuations in numbers have a sizeable effect on the
weighted data that is reported.  Activities where the base sizes are very small and therefore
the results should be taken as indicative only have been marked with a ‘*’.
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2.Participation in Surveyed Leisure Activities 2010
Table 2 Boating and Watersport Participation 2010 of UK Respondents

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2010 (Base: all respondents - 12,562 adults aged 16+)

The first column of Table 2 titled ‘% for 2010’ is our best estimate of participation rates for each
activity in 2010.  We show the best estimate of actual participation in any of the original 12
boating and watersport activities (5.61% labelled ‘Any boating activity’). However, it should be
borne in mind that any estimate based on a sample of the population is only accurate within the
statistical confidence interval outlined above.

The next four columns give an indication of our lower and upper estimates of participation
within different levels of confidence. For example, we are 90% confident, that the participation
rate for Yacht racing lies between 0.09% and 0.20% of the UK adult population in 2010.

In the next column we convert the participation rate for 2010 into an estimate of likely numbers
of participants in each activity.  These are based on a total population 16+ of 49,051,000 in the
UK.  In the next 2 columns we show the participant numbers at the 90% confidence interval.
E.g. we are 90% confident that the number of participants in ‘Any boating activity’ lies between
2,587,000 and 2,917,000 people.

NB The population numbers prior to 2005 did not include Northern Ireland and this should be
taken into account when making comparisons with earlier numbers.

Min Max Min 90% Max 90%

% for 2010 95% 90% 90% 95%

Number of
participants

Number of
participants

Any boating activity 5.61% 5.21% 5.27% 5.95% 6.01% 2,751,941 2,587,000 2,917,000
Small sailboat activities or yacht cruising 1.22% 1.03% 1.06% 1.38% 1.41% 598,290 520,000 677,000
Small sailboat racing or yacht racing 0.28% 0.19% 0.21% 0.36% 0.38% 138,808 101,000 177,000
Motor boating / cruising or canal boating 1.31% 1.11% 1.15% 1.48% 1.51% 644,144 562,000 726,000
Canoeing 2.15% 1.90% 1.94% 2.37% 2.41% 1,056,127 952,000 1,160,000
Water skiing 0.56% 0.43% 0.45% 0.66% 0.69% 272,305 219,000 326,000
Small sail boat activities 0.81% 0.65% 0.68% 0.94% 0.97% 396,772 332,000 461,000
Rowing/Sculling 0.36% 0.25% 0.27% 0.45% 0.46% 176,348 133,000 219,000
Windsurfing 0.48% 0.36% 0.38% 0.58% 0.60% 233,586 184,000 283,000
Using personal watercraft 0.35% 0.24% 0.26% 0.43% 0.45% 170,272 128,000 212,000
Motor boating/Cruising 0.92% 0.75% 0.78% 1.05% 1.08% 449,034 381,000 517,000
Yacht cruising 0.52% 0.39% 0.41% 0.62% 0.64% 254,219 203,000 306,000
Power boating 0.51% 0.39% 0.41% 0.62% 0.64% 250,945 200,000 302,000
Small sail boat racing 0.17% 0.10% 0.11% 0.23% 0.24% 83,328 54,000 113,000
Canal boating 0.42% 0.30% 0.32% 0.51% 0.53% 203,682 158,000 250,000
Yacht racing 0.14% 0.08% 0.09% 0.20% 0.21% 70,921 44,000 98,000
Base 12,562 49,051,000 49,051,000 49,051,000

Participation rate 2010 Number of participants 2010 (including
Northern Ireland)

Number of
participants for

2010
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Table 3 compares the participation rates as established in the 2010 survey with 2009
participation rates for comparison.

In interpreting the figures it is important to consider whether they reflect a real change in
participation or a random fluctuation measurement1.  As the degree of change increases, the
likelihood that it is caused by random variation declines and it is increasingly likely to reflect a
real change.  The figures in the column ‘Significance Measure’ indicate how likely it is that the
observed change is real.  The figures are highlighted in red if the change is great enough to
make us more than 90% confident that it is a real change.  The 90% confidence level
indicates that in less than 1 in 10 cases is a change of this magnitude likely to be the result of
a random fluctuation.

 All surveyed boating and watersport activities have declined in participation levels in 2010
compared to 2009

 Three quarters of the activities show a statistically significant decline since last year
 Motor boating/cruising is the most stable of the activities with less than half a percentage

point drop
 The decline for the following four activities is not statistically significant so could be down

to random fluctuations in the sample; water skiing, windsurfing, motor boating/cruising,
yacht racing

 The largest single decline from 2009 is for power boating which appears to have had a
temporary uplift last year only.

Table 3 Difference in Participation Rates 2010-2009

Source Watersports and Leisure Omnibus Surveys 2010 and 2009 (Base: all respondents – 12,562 and 12,683 adults aged 16+)

1 For example in 2009 we estimated Water skiing participation at 0.64%, in 2010 we have estimated it at 0.56%.  This
is a decrease of 0.09 percentage points.  This decrease is significant only at a confidence level of 63.2%.  It is usual to
only consider changes above the 90% confidence level as statistically significant therefore this decrease is interpreted
as likely to be a result of random data fluctuation rather than a real change in the participation rate.

Participation
rate 2010

Participation
rate 2009

Change
(percentage

points) Significance
Any boating activity 5.61% 7.21% -1.60% 100.0%
Small sailboat activities or yacht cruising 1.22% 1.77% -0.55% 100.0%
Small sailboat racing or yacht racing 0.28% 0.44% -0.16% 96.7%
Motor boating / cruising or canal boating 1.31% 1.60% -0.28% 94.1%
Canoeing 2.15% 2.57% -0.42% 97.2%
Water skiing 0.56% 0.64% -0.09% 63.2%
Small sail boat activities 0.81% 1.13% -0.32% 99.1%
Rowing/Sculling 0.36% 0.71% -0.35% 100.0%
Windsurfing 0.48% 0.54% -0.06% 51.2%
Using personal watercraft 0.35% 0.69% -0.34% 100.0%
Motor boating/Cruising 0.92% 0.96% -0.05% 30.3%
Yacht cruising 0.52% 0.78% -0.26% 99.1%
Power boating 0.51% 1.16% -0.65% 100.0%
Small sail boat racing 0.17% 0.30% -0.13% 96.8%
Canal boating 0.42% 0.65% -0.24% 99.0%
Yacht racing 0.14% 0.20% -0.06% 72.6%
Base 12,562 12,683



Watersports Participation Report 2010 Page 14 of 68

Figure 1 Watersports Participation in 2010 of UK Respondents

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2010 (Base: all respondents - 12,562 adults aged 16+)

Figure 2 shows the change in participation rate for the activities from 2009 to 2010.

Figure 2 Changes in UK Watersports Participation 2009 to 2010

Source Watersports Omnibus Surveys 2010 and 2009 (Base: all respondents – 12,562 and 12,683 adults aged 16+)

 Eight of the 12 activities have declined in participation levels by a statistically significant
amount.

 Activities not showing a statistically significant decline are:
 Motor boating/ cruising (0.05 percentage point decrease)
 Yacht racing (0.06 percentage point decrease)
 Windsurfing (0.06 percentage point decrease)
 Water skiing (0.09 percentage point decrease)

 The decrease is less than half a percentage point for all activities with the exception of
power boating which is showing a 0.65 percentage point decrease.
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 In Table 4 we show the participation rate in activities of particular interest to the RYA,
which have been combined into one variable.  These are the 12 ‘Any boating activities’ bar
rowing, water skiing and canoeing.

Table 4 Participation in RYA Interests 2010

Source Watersports Omnibus Surveys 2010 and 2009 (Base: all respondents – 12,562 and 12,683 adults aged 16+)

Overall trends in participation

With each year we track participation we can be increasingly confident about the general
levels of participation in each activity and can perceive long term trends within the data.
Figure 3 shows a linear trend line for ‘Any boating activity’ from 2002 to 2010 (blue line) and
the actual rises and falls in participation (purple dotted line).

 Regression line shows a declining trend in participation
 Lowest level of participation since 2002
 This drop comes after 2 years of tough economic conditions in the UK, however the trend

suggests a consistent long term decline in participation

Figure 3 Overall Trends in Participation for Any Boating Activity 2002 – 2010

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2010 (Base: all respondents - 12,562 adults aged 16+)

2009 2010
4.82% (4.51% - 5.14%) 3.36% (3.09% - 3.62%)

2210720 - 2519880 1515780 - 1775630
12,637 12,562

49,051,000 49,051,000Total Population
Base

Participation Rate (min and max 90%)
Number of participants (min and max 90%)
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Trends in Activities

The following charts give insight into the participation trends for activities grouped in three
categories:
 sailing sports - small sail boat racing, other small sail boat activities, yacht racing, yacht

cruising and windsurfing
 power sports - power boating, general motor boating, canal boating, and using personal

watercraft
 manual sports - canoeing, rowing and water-skiing

Sailing Sports
 Yacht racing, due to the low levels of participation, remains relatively stable throughout

the years
 After the drop in participation levels in 2005 small sail boat racing has been below 0.5%

participation
 Small sail boat activities have been fluctuating above and below the 1% line over the past

4 years
 Windsurfing has declined between 2002 and 2005 but has remained stable since 2005
 Yacht cruising has been on a downward trend over the past couple of years

Power Sports
 Last year’s growth in power boating looks temporary as participation has returned to 2008

levels
 Motor boat cruising and canal boating are at levels similar to 2002 after a peak in 2007
 Canal boating has reached its lowest participation level since 2002
 Using personal watercraft, after a slight resurgence in 2008 and 2009 has declined to its

lowest participation level

Manual Sports
 Water skiing and rowing/sculling continue a downward trend
 Canoeing remains relatively stable, consistently showing participation above 2%
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Figure 4 Trends in Watersports and Leisure Participation 2002 to 2010

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2010 (Base: all respondents - 12,562 adults aged 16+)

Best fit trends for individual activities can be found in Appendix 2.

3. Frequency of Participation
Each participant in an activity was asked how often they had participated over the last 12
months both in the UK and abroad.

The average participation is estimated from this data.  For the frequency of participation
categories below, mean values are used to calculate the average participation (1 for once, 3.5
for 2-5, 9 for 6-12 and 19 for 13-25, 25 for 25+).

Some of the individual boating activities have very small sample sizes and these are marked
with an asterisk. Any results shown with an asterisk should be treated with caution and used
as a guide only.

 Three quarters of participation is casual regardless of the activity type.
 This year sees a higher proportion of enthusiasts in the sailing category compared to

‘occasionals’. This is a result of fewer casual sailors in 2010.
 The fewer casual sailors is likely a result of fewer holidays taking place in 2010 compared
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to 2009. Given that many people will have an introduction to a sailing sport when on
holiday in the UK or abroad then the reduction in holidays and cost cutting while on
holiday will result in fewer people trying it out.

Table 5 Level of Participation (percentages)

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2010 (Base: all participants in the watersports aged 16+)

Table 6 Level of Participation (participants)

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2010 (Base: all participants in the watersports aged 16+)

Table 7 Difference in Level of Participation 2010 vs. 2009

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2010 (Base: all participants in the watersports aged 16+)

The following charts provide proportion estimates over the past 8 years for individuals based
on their frequency of participation.

It should be noted that sample sizes are low for people outside of the ‘casual’ category so
results should be treated with caution.

Casual (1-5
times a

year)

Occasional
(6-12 times

a year)

Enthusiast
(13+ times a

year)
Unweighted

Base
Any boating activity 73.9% 11.6% 14.5% 613
Sailing 69.9% 12.9% 17.3% 189
Motor/power boating 79.3% 6.6% 14.1% 201
Other water sports 74.9% 12.9% 12.2% 332

Casual (1-5
times a

year)

Occasional
(6-12 times

a year)

Enthusiast
(13+ times a

year)
Unweighted

Base
Any boating activity 2,033,793 318,403 399,744 613
Sailing 591,609 109,072 146,208 189
Motor/power boating 676,512 56,413 120,702 201
Other water sports 1,149,885 197,948 187,566 332

Casual (1-5
times a

year)

Occasional
(6-12 times

a year)

Enthusiast
(13+ times a

year)
Any boating activity -2.0% 0.7% 1.3%
Sailing -6.4% -0.3% 6.8%
Motor/power boating 0.2% -2.4% 2.3%
Other water sports -2.5% 3.4% -0.9%
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Table 8 Sample sizes for frequency of participation

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2003 - 2010 (Base: all participants in the watersports aged 16+)

 Trends over time show that participation is mostly casual across the 8 year period
 Motorised or powered watersports have historically been the most casual in terms of

participation.
 The volume of ‘occasionals’ or ‘enthusiasts’ remain relatively stable for the three broad

water sport categories.
 It is the casual participant that is in general decline in terms of their volumes.
 For canoeing/kayaking the volume of people taking part more than 6 times per year has

increased since 2008, from a stable base over the previous six year period.

Figure 5 Proportion of participants by frequency of participation

1-5
times

6-12
times

13+
times

1-5
times

6-12
times

13+
times

1-5
times

6-12
times

13+
times

1-5
times

6-12
times

13+
times

1-5
times

6-12
times

13+
times

2010 453 71 89 131 23 35 156 14 31 248 43 41 175 28 23
2009 597 86 104 197 36 30 236 27 34 326 41 53 210 30 29
2008 531 71 78 168 31 25 194 15 27 283 30 38 177 18 16
2007 652 87 110 215 31 37 269 25 35 301 43 45 191 22 14
2006 657 69 84 212 31 24 244 17 33 355 37 38 206 17 21
2005 539 79 93 167 36 32 206 20 19 305 44 51 169 17 23
2004 305 32 44 123 20 18 90 6 13 179 20 25 100 7 10
2003 268 52 44 104 17 17 87 13 10 164 32 23 96 11 9

Sailing water sports Powered water
sports

Other water sports
(incl canoe)

CanoeingAny boating activity
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Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2003 - 2010 (Base: all participants in the watersports aged 16+)

Table 9 Volume of participation (000’s) by frequency

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2003 - 2010 (Base: all participants in the watersports aged 16+)

 The more frequent participants of water sports tend to be dominated by males.
 There is an underlying trend of a decrease in the proportion of the 16-34 age group taking

part across all frequencies.
 In the manual sport category it is predominantly the youngest age group that tries it and

due to the physical nature of many of the sports, the enthusiasts also end up being in the
younger age group

 Naturally the most committed conduct their activities in the UK
 Although participation levels have declined, sailing sports and powered sports are showing

the highest proportion of committed participants in 2010 since the survey began
 Other watersports are at the second highest level for committed participants
 The reduction in holidays abroad and people cutting costs on holiday means that there are

higher proportions of casual participants abroad across all three categories
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times
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times
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times

13+
times

2010 2,034 318 400 592 109 146 677 56 121 1,150 198 188 819 131 105
2009 2,677 386 466 884 153 122 1,026 117 154 1,511 185 255 972 134 152
2008 2,375 315 350 772 137 111 824 66 114 1,298 144 179 803 89 78
2007 2,919 387 495 973 141 171 1,140 116 163 1,392 209 207 882 101 62
2006 2,832 295 363 921 149 106 1,039 68 140 1,550 164 161 897 79 90
2005 2,397 349 413 759 151 142 905 92 85 1,387 193 226 779 76 107
2004 2,918 309 424 1,171 197 161 842 69 116 1,805 197 239 1,006 72 95
2003 2,302 442 376 888 152 140 747 109 84 1,438 270 207 816 90 76

CanoeingAny boating activity Sailing water sports Powered water Other water sports
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Table 10 Level of participation UK vs. Abroad 2003-2010

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2003-2010 (Base: all respondents who participate in the respective activities)

 For most activities many more events take place in the UK compared to abroad.
 Canal boating continues to be the activity that people are least likely to do abroad.
 Windsurfing and water skiing have a higher proportion of participants undertaking the

activity abroad compared to the UK.
 The majority of activities undertaken in the UK are on a casual basis, i.e. less than 5 times

per year.
 Yacht racing is undertaken at least 6 times per year by those participating in the UK.

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Sailing UK 1-5 times 74.6% 75.2% 68.8% 77.9% 74.4% 69.2% 71.5% 66.1%

6-12 times 13.0% 12.2% 16.1% 13.4% 12.0% 18.4% 17.3% 15.5%
13+ times 12.4% 12.6% 15.1% 8.7% 13.6% 12.4% 11.2% 18.4%
Sample 111 124 191 222 230 176 206 156

Sailing Abroad 1-5 times 84.3% 91.8% 87.9% 87.0% 83.8% 95.4% 88.4% 89.5%
6-12 times 9.4% 6.6% 5.7% 9.0% 9.7% 3.4% 6.4% 7.3%
13+ times 6.2% 1.6% 6.4% 4.0% 6.5% 1.2% 5.2% 3.2%
Sample 69 82 107 111 111 100 127 73

Motor/Power UK 1-5 times 76.8% 81.2% 82.7% 82.2% 79.5% 79.5% 76.3% 75.7%
6-12 times 12.4% 6.6% 8.9% 6.6% 8.9% 8.2% 9.9% 8.3%
13+ times 10.9% 12.2% 8.4% 11.2% 11.5% 12.3% 13.7% 16.0%
Sample 93 93 192 237 254 190 229 159

Motor/Power Abroad 1-5 times 92.5% 92.2% 89.6% 85.7% 85.0% 90.9% 91.5% 92.9%
6-12 times 4.3% 3.2% 7.6% 6.4% 11.4% 3.4% 4.1% 2.9%
13+ times 3.2% 4.6% 2.7% 8.0% 3.6% 5.7% 4.4% 4.2%
Sample 35 42 97 99 126 85 112 64

Other watersports UK 1-5 times 77.2% 78.9% 76.7% 80.8% 78.1% 76.9% 76.0% 70.4%
6-12 times 9.5% 9.2% 10.3% 10.4% 9.4% 12.6% 9.6% 15.4%
13+ times 13.3% 11.9% 13.0% 8.8% 12.5% 10.5% 14.4% 14.2%

176 164 327 339 286 274 327 254

Other watersports Abroad 1-5 times 81.6% 89.0% 82.4% 90.4% 79.8% 88.6% 84.8% 89.7%
6-12 times 12.7% 6.0% 9.9% 6.8% 11.7% 5.2% 9.5% 4.1%
13+ times 5.7% 5.0% 7.7% 2.8% 8.5% 6.2% 5.6% 6.2%

128 99 167 165 184 155 173 137
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Table 11 Frequency of Participation in the UK

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2010 (Base: all respondents who participate in the respective activities)
*Caution: small base size

Figure 6 Frequency of Participation in the UK

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2010 (Base: all respondents who participate in the respective activities)
*Caution: small base size

 Average participation has increased for many of the sailing sports which re-enforces the
lack of casual participants this year compared to last year.

 Canal boating has been the activity that is done least frequently in the UK.

Never Once 2-5 times 6-12 times 13-25 times
More than

25 times Base
Canoeing 20.3% 29.0% 30.4% 10.7% 5.0% 4.6% 226
Water skiing 27.8% 27.7% 22.4% 13.7% 1.9% 6.5% 59
Small sail boat activities 17.9% 27.2% 27.5% 17.9% 4.7% 4.9% 88
Rowing/Sculling* 5.5% 29.4% 26.7% 16.8% 2.2% 19.4% 38*
Windsurfing 19.0% 19.4% 32.0% 19.2% 4.4% 6.0% 50*
Using personal watercraft* 57.3% 11.0% 16.3% 8.5% 2.6% 4.3% 38*
Motor boating/Cruising 23.9% 36.1% 14.2% 9.0% 3.3% 13.5% 107
Yacht cruising 24.7% 33.5% 22.3% 4.1% 6.0% 9.4% 59
Power boating 36.1% 24.8% 17.5% 5.6% 9.4% 6.7% 58
Small sail boat racing* 5.3% 11.3% 38.3% 14.0% 6.6% 24.5% 19*
Canal boating* 3.5% 62.9% 28.2% 3.7% 0.0% 1.8% 48*
Yacht racing* 6.2% 11.8% 21.3% 29.1% 4.7% 26.9% 18*
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 Small sample sizes mean that the large changes in average participation frequency should
be treated with caution.

Table 12 Average number of times participated in the UK 2003 - 2010

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2010 (Base: all respondents who participate in the respective activities)
*Caution: small base size

Table 13 and later Table 16 convert the participation rates into estimates of how many people
are participating how frequently in each sport.  The category of participation with the highest
number of participants has been highlighted in blue and bold.

Table 13 Frequency of Participation in the UK (participants) 2010

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2010 (Base: all respondents who participate in the respective activities)
*Caution: small base size

 As most activities conducted abroad are done on holiday few participants undertake the
majority of their activities abroad.

 Using personal watercraft is the only activity to show more people participating up to 5
times while abroad compared to those not participating, indicating that they are likely to
be undertaking this activity multiple times while on holiday.

Average participation in the UK

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Canoeing 3.6 3.6 5.7 4.3 3.9 4.9 6.9 4.8
Water skiing 3.4 1.6 5.7 4.5 4.7 8.7 6.3 4.7
Small sail boat activities 5.2 4.4 5.1 4.9 4.8 7.7 5.0 5.3
Rowing/Sculling* 5.7 5.0 9.6 9.2 13.0 6.1 6.1 9.1
Windsurfing 3.4 3.7 5.3 4.0 1.6 3.5 4.1 5.8
Using personal watercraft* 3.8 4.1 4.1 4.9 2.2 3.4 4.4 3.3
Motor boating/Cruising 4.1 4.7 4.5 4.7 4.8 4.8 4.5 6.4
Yacht cruising 2.6 4.7 3.9 4.0 6.1 4.5 5.4 5.5
Power boating 5.7 4.5 5.1 6.0 5.2 8.7 6.8 5.2
Small sail boat racing* 4.1 4.6 8.7 4.3 9.1 15.2 4.7 11.5
Canal boating* 2.3 3.7 2.3 2.3 2.7 3.7 3.8 2.6
Yacht racing* 7.6 8.9 8.8 4.6 13.3 22.5 6.0 13.4

Never Once 2-5 times 6-12 times 13-25 times
More than

25 times

Total
Number of

people
participating Base

Canoeing 214,873 305,956 321,003 113,325 52,687 48,282 841,253 226
Water skiing 75,698 75,360 61,091 37,340 5,136 17,680 196,607 59
Small sail boat activities 71,062 107,763 109,157 70,872 18,519 19,399 325,710 88
Rowing/Sculling* 9,772 51,840 47,080 29,556 3,809 34,291 166,577 38*
Windsurfing* 44,401 45,424 74,797 44,802 10,256 13,907 189,185 50*
Using personal watercraft 97,624 18,757 27,776 14,402 4,411 7,304 72,648 38*
Motor boating/Cruising 107,539 162,070 63,621 40,205 14,864 60,735 341,495 107
Yacht cruising 62,848 85,101 56,744 10,400 15,341 23,785 191,372 59
Power boating 90,646 62,275 43,862 13,933 23,510 16,720 160,300 58
Small sail boat racing* 4,411 9,430 31,948 11,646 5,517 20,376 78,917 19*
Canal boating 7,045 128,039 57,530 7,467 - 3,601 196,637 48*
Yacht racing* 4,411 8,377 15,119 20,612 3,303 19,099 66,510 18*

Frequency of participation
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Table 14 Frequency of Participation Abroad

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2010 (Base: all respondents who participate in the respective activities)
*Caution: small base size

Figure 7 Frequency of Participation Abroad

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2010 (Base: all respondents who participate in the respective activities)
*Caution: small base size

Never Once 2-5 times 6-12 times 13-25 times
More than

25 times Base
Canoeing 64.1% 20.5% 12.2% 1.7% 1.4% 0.0% 226
Water skiing 45.4% 29.8% 16.8% 2.9% 2.0% 3.1% 59
Small sail boat activities 64.9% 21.2% 9.8% 1.5% 0.0% 2.5% 88
Rowing/Sculling* 81.2% 10.0% 6.8% 2.0% 0.0% 0.0% 38*
Windsurfing 52.2% 28.0% 14.3% 3.6% 0.0% 1.8% 50*
Using personal watercraft* 28.3% 31.8% 34.2% 0.0% 3.6% 2.1% 38*
Motor boating/Cruising 65.0% 25.2% 7.6% 1.0% 0.6% 0.7% 107
Yacht cruising 61.3% 17.1% 16.8% 1.2% 1.3% 2.3% 59
Power boating 51.1% 28.5% 15.6% 1.4% 0.0% 3.4% 58
Small sail boat racing* 72.2% 4.6% 13.7% 9.6% 0.0% 0.0% 19*
Canal boating* 91.9% 4.6% 3.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 48*
Yacht racing* 77.4% 5.8% 10.5% 6.2% 0.0% 0.0% 18*
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 Average participation is lower abroad compared to the UK due to the ease of access in the
UK for residents.

 Water skiing and using personal watercraft are the activities with the highest average
participation level which is consistent with previous years.

Table 15 Average number of times participated abroad 2003 - 2010

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2010 (Base: all respondents who participate in the respective activities)
*Caution: small base size

Table 16 Frequency of Participation Abroad (participants) 2010

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2010 (Base: all respondents who participate in the respective activities)
*Caution: small base size

Average participation abroad
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Canoeing 1.6 0.8 1.4 0.8 1.7 1.4 1.3 1.1
Water skiing 1.7 3.1 2.2 2.3 3.3 1.5 4.2 2.5
Small sail boat activities 1.5 2.2 1.4 1.2 1.7 1.5 1.5 1.4
Rowing/Sculling* 1.7 1.0 0.4 0.3 1.5 1.3 0.9 0.5
Windsurfing 1.8 2.1 1.9 1.7 2.6 2.2 2.3 1.6
Using personal watercraft* 2.1 2.3 3.4 2.3 2.8 2.4 1.9 2.8
Motor boating/Cruising 0.5 1.8 1.4 2.0 1.8 1.1 1.4 0.9
Yacht cruising 0.9 0.9 1.6 1.1 1.6 0.7 2.2 1.8
Power boating 1.9 2.5 1.6 2.0 2.2 1.9 1.6 2.0
Small sail boat racing* 1.4 2.1 1.8 1.3 1.3 3.3 1.6 1.4
Canal boating* 0.2 0.7 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2
Yacht racing* 2.0 1.8 1.1 1.0 1.8 2.2 3.4 1.0

Never Once 2-5 times 6-12 times 13-25 times
More than

25 times

Total
Number of

people
participating Base

Canoeing 677,356 216,815 128,735 18,160 15,062 - 378,771 226
Water skiing 123,527 81,251 45,813 7,860 5,490 8,365 148,778 59
Small sail boat activities 257,619 84,270 39,022 6,084 - 9,777 139,152 88
Rowing/Sculling* 143,142 17,658 11,958 3,590 - - 33,206 38*
Windsurfing 122,043 65,515 33,338 8,496 - 4,195 111,543 50*
Using personal watercraft* 48,209 54,096 58,256 - 6,076 3,635 122,063 38*
Motor boating/Cruising 291,807 112,999 34,020 4,289 2,836 3,082 157,226 107
Yacht cruising 155,825 43,494 42,609 3,082 3,312 5,897 98,394 59
Power boating 128,270 71,436 39,251 3,449 - 8,539 122,675 58
Small sail boat racing* 60,137 3,797 11,392 8,001 - - 23,190 19*
Canal boating* 187,235 9,402 7,045 - - - 16,448 48*
Yacht racing* 54,913 4,131 7,466 4,411 - - 16,008 18*

Frequency of participation



Watersports Participation Report 2010 Page 26 of 68

4.Participation by Socio-Demographic Group
The following tables show participation by age, gender, socio-economic group (SEG) as well
as life stage, ethnicity, and working status.  For each of these groups there are two tables.
One showing the participation rates as a percentage and a second that converts these
percentages into participant numbers for the UK adult population (those aged 16+), i.e. Great
Britain and Northern Ireland.

Participation by Gender

The male participation rate for an activity has been highlighted in blue and bold if it is more
than twice the female participation rate.

 The difference between male and female participation remains large; at the total ‘Any
boating activity’ level there are 1.7 male participants for every female participant

 Canal boating is the only activity that is equally popular for both males and females
 The gap between males and females is largest for specialist sports

Table 17 Participation in 2010 by Gender (percentage)

Source: Watersports Omnibus Survey 2010 (Base: all respondents - 12,562 adults aged 16+)

Male Female Total UK
Any boating activity 7.33% 3.99% 5.61%
Any sailboat activities/yacht cruising 1.59% 0.87% 1.22%
Any sailboat racing/yacht racing 0.43% 0.15% 0.28%
Any power/motor activities 1.58% 1.06% 1.31%
Canoeing 2.81% 1.53% 2.15%
Water skiing 0.71% 0.41% 0.56%
Small sail boat activities 1.09% 0.55% 0.81%
Rowing 0.50% 0.22% 0.36%
Windsurfing 0.80% 0.17% 0.48%
Using personal watercraft 0.49% 0.22% 0.35%
Motor boating/Cruising 1.18% 0.66% 0.92%
Yacht cruising 0.63% 0.41% 0.52%
Power boating 0.66% 0.37% 0.51%
Small sail boat racing 0.26% 0.09% 0.17%
Canal boating 0.44% 0.39% 0.42%
Yacht racing 0.19% 0.10% 0.14%
UK adult population 23,806,412 25,244,588 49,051,000
Unweighted Base 5,983 6,579 12,562
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