April BMN:
BMF takes dredging concerns to Government 
The British Marine Federation (BMF) has been working hard on ensuring that measures contained within the Government’s Marine and Coastal Access Bill supports the activity of members. The Bill is currently in Committee Stage in the House of Lords, where it was introduced, and will soon go to the House of Commons for approval. 
 

One area of concern that the Bill covers is the issue of maintenance dredging. The current provisions in the legislation allow for the exempting of dredging activity from licensing, in line with current practice. They do not, however codify what maintenance dredging entails and nor do they explicitly state that it be exempted from licensing. Working with Lord Greenway, former chair of the Joint Committee that considered the Bill before it was debated, the BMF has had some notable success in getting this crucial issue debated and brought to the attention of policy makers. The main concern surrounds the possible ambiguity for marinas and other members over the definition of maintenance dredging if it is not set out in law. 
 

Lord Greenway tabled an amendment to the Bill which resulted in the Government Minister responsible – Lord Hunt of King’s Heath – to ask for further information on the issue of maintenance dredging and the concerns of the industry. The BMF is now finalising a briefing to go from Lord Greenway. The BMF is also pressing for a meeting with Lord Hunt to provide more detail on the maintenance dredging issue and other wider areas of interest on the draft legislation. 
 

This work will continue as the Bill goes to its next stage in the House of Commons. 
 

BMF members can gain further information on the Marine Bill by contacting BMF Executive Director Howard Pridding on 01784223648 or hpridding@britishmarine.co.uk. An in-depth focus on the Bill was outlined on the front page of the March British Marine News.
